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Comic Arts Collections at the Library of Congress

Printsand Photographs Divisioholds multiple collections of original art for comics

within its holdings of an estimated 129,000 original cartoon drawingsoaimndks,
Including:

A Swann Collection of Caricature and Cartoon

A 400+ records for comic strips; 20+ corbiook pagedrawings
A Cartoon Drawings

A 400+ records for comic strip§0+ records for comic book pagieawings
A WoodCollection of Cartoon and Caricature Drawings

A 200+ digitized comic strips tdate

Serials & Government Publications Divisibalds the largest publiclsgccessible
collection of comic bookm the UnitedStates:over 12,000 titles in all, totaling
more than 140,00@ssues(Completinga ComicBook Request forns required for

COMIC ART

120 YEARS OF PANELS AND PAGES

The new exhibition "Comic Art: 120 Years of Panels
and Pages" explores the visual styles of comics from
the first newspaper comic strips to some of the most
famous characters.
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/swa/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/acd/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=wood%20collection%20of%20cartoon
https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/comics.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/faqs/per/comic.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-19-089/new-exhibition-comic-art-120-years-of-panels-and-pages-explores-comics-from-early-newspapers-to-famous-characters/2019-09-12/

Rel ated Resources on t he Li

SelectedLibrary of Congress exhibitions online that feature comics:
A Comic Art: 120 Years of Panels &adjes
A Drawn to Purpose: American Women lllustrators and Cartoonists
A CartoonAmerica[Selections from the Art Wood Collection

Other Library of Congress freely accessible digital collections contaioomgics:
A WebcomicsNeb Archive
A Focuses specifically aomics created for the web

A ChroniclingAmerica
A Givesaccess to millions of pages of historic American public domain newspapers. More
than 2,100titles, published in 40 states and territories and the District of Columbia.
A Try search termscomic comic strips, funnies, commix, comic bodkai might also
consider searchinfpr particular cartoonists, by name.

A *Coming soon*LibGuidec Caricature and Cartoon: A Resource Guide


https://loc.gov/exhibitions/comic-art/about-this-exhibition/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/drawn-to-purpose/about-this-exhibition/
https://loc.gov/exhibits/cartoonamerica/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/webcomics-web-archive/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

Challenges to the Comics
Code Authority

Presented by

Richard DDeverell
PhD Candidate, Department of History, SUNY Buffalo
Library of Congress Swann Foundation Fellow, Z0P®
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Dr. FredridVertham

March 20, 189% November 18, 1981

FoundedLafargueClinic in Harlem, NY in
1946

A Supported in this by Richard Wright and
Ralph Ellison

Testified with HildeMosse(also of the
LafargueClinic) about the effects of
segregation in Wilmington, Delaware

A This case was combined wiltown v.
Board of Education

Primarily known foSeduction of the
Innocentand his testimony at the Senate
Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency
hearings in 1954

FREDRIC WERTHAM, M.

Photo by Gordon Parks

Dr. Wertham is the suthor of SEDUCTION OF THE
IENOCENT, to be published April 22, 1954, by
Rinehart & Company, Inc.

Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, NYWT&S Collget@Y,62135434
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The author of THE SHOW OF VIOLENCE and DARK LEGEND

Seduction of the
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Published in April 1954

frightening figure for boygand]she is an 0F THE

undesirable ideal for girls, being the exact

opposite of what girls are supposed to
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a wish dream of two homosexuals living
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Analyzed advertisements in comics for zip the influence of
guns, knives, and diet pills (pg. 1201) comic books on today's youth




Senate Subcommittee

o

on Juvenile
Delinquency

Met on April 21, 22, and June 4, 1954

Fredricc S NJi Ktesitfhay reiterated
many points fromSeduction of the
Innocent

William Gaines, publisher of EC Comics,
tried to defend the content of horror
comics as appropriate to the horror
genre, but his testimony received
unfavorable reactions in the press

Senator Estes Kefauver warned the comic
0221 A YyaRydrdtianNdthe part of
the publishers of crime and horror comic
books, or upon the part of distributors,
wholesalers, or dealers with reference to
these materials which will tend to
eliminate from production and sale, shall
receive the acclaim of my colleagues and
YeaSt Tdé

Senator Hendrickson with a display of comic books during the Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile
Delinquency hearings, April 1954. (TIME Maggzine



The Comics Code

A Formed in 1954
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APPROVED
BY THE

Authority O RMICE

Banned excessive violence

Gould not show sympathy with
criminals

Banned horror and gore
[ AYAGSR GKS aAlsS 2% (KS
on comic book covers |
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Srict limits on depiction of sexuality

Banned profanity PROTECT THIS SEAL

Controlled what types of products W  So _Tbgf It :C.an__Conﬁnue to Profect-You
may be advertised

Comics Magazine Association of America

300 Park Avenue South . New York 10, N. Y.



D.EPM%TMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE -
HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION |
) - NATIGHAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEM.TH
454 WISCONSIN AVENUE

) CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015
October 8, 1970 AREA CODE 801 TEL: E57-2844

Mr. Sten Lee
Editor-in-Chief
Marvel Cemics Growp

Health, Education, & m”""“a

; - I: has tecently come to our attention thst Marvel conica are enjuyed by
x g sgizeeble nuzbzr of youthfol readers t.hruughout the country It .would

. also seem thet the entertainment walue of the "Swper Heroes" is. a.ugnenr.ed
A MichaelF. White the Assistant to the Ao . o
D|rector, Ofﬁce Of Communications’ for ' S To come to the point, we at the National Institute of Hentai Eealth are i .

.

*+. " by incleive social commentary which no doubt has a persuasiva impsct on .
O | significant mz:’.;.r of these readers. o

. . . ; conducting an intensive drug abuse campaign aimed et helping young people o

Narcot|c Addlctlon and Drug Abuse .- ' resist the urge to emperirent with drugs, as well es to elert older people: BT

. s+ ."" to the danger of abusing drugs wknowingly. Within this context we feel R
Information, asked Stan Lee to help warn o e ”;ﬁ;ﬁ&?&"ﬁﬁ a "“:L?;”ii%:‘ii&?é‘f’oﬁ{dﬁ TR
of the danger of drug use B abase Lnioio e EEEEr R Er R

A Stan Lee decided to incorporate that into Egﬂiﬁs’?sj}zﬁn"E?E’ésﬁ:’i&ﬁ?iﬁiﬁié252“@5233;%2“21332? 4

theonQOlngA\maZIng Spldelk/lan as a r l.r-.'If c:esim gdditional iniorimiion w; ;uti.'-l.ﬂ‘b; i‘lost ;lea:se-d tro comm;icate
major plot point rather than produce a S eer, o |
special promotional comic book T staceraty, -4
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Micheel F, White

"Assistent to the Director,

Office: of Cormunicatiens,

" for Warcotic Addiction ) . -
.. end Drug Abuse Inforwstion _A<D .

Mlchael F Whlte Letter to Stan Lee, October 8, 1970, Box 12,

Folder 1, Stan Lee Papers, Collection Number 8302, American
Heritage Center, University of Wyoming



Amazing Spidevlan

nos. 9698

A MaycJune 1971
A None of these three issues received Code

approval

A At this time, Marvel typically placed
the Code seal of approval next to
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